
 

 

From the Principal’s Desk 
Burrendah PS is part of the Roe Educational Network. Brookman PS and Lynwood SHS who are also in this Network won Primary 
School and Secondary School of the Year at Monday’s WA Education Awards. Congratulations to both schools on this outstanding 
achievement.  For more information about the award winners see https://www.education.wa.edu.au/wa-education-awards 
 

Our Student Councillor election were recently held. Congratulations to the following students who were elected by their peers to be 
the student leaders for 2019: Thomas, Harry G, Sujal, Ben, Brianna, Senuthmi, Amna, and Talia.  Our Year 5 students are now 
campaigning for our Faction Captain positions. 
 
Due to the current economic climate in Western Australia funding to schools has changed. While Willetton SHS had far greater  
reduction in funding than Burrendah for 2018, we were still greatly effected. This has meant projects such as the Year 6 Graduation 
Book that the school has paid for in the past has required modification. Over the last 3 years the Graduation Book has cost the 
school $5,742.00. A school volunteer spent countless hours in their own time over the years putting all of the information together. 
While the Year 6 teachers and students’ role of developing student bios remained the same in 2018, the option of a commercially 
designed and printed Graduation Book needed a different approach. Continued school funding was not sustainable and the work 
required to produce even the simplest of Graduation Books required a team approach. In Semester 1 there were informal           
conversations between the school and some Year 6 parents regarding the possibility of a different format such as digital. After    
investigation by the school and discussion with these parents it was decided to continue with a hard copy Graduation Book.       
Conversations continued between this group of parents and the school in a more formal approach. Unfortunately communication 
between the groups of who would be responsible for the development and cost of the Graduation Book if a commercially printed 
book was provided was not made clear. The school would provide free of charge a spiral bound Graduation Book printed via our 
photocopier on high resolution. The confusion was further compounded as in the past the Administration had shouldered all of the 
responsibility for the compilation and printing of a Graduation Book. The cross purpose became apparent at the end of Term 3 the 
same time as the school was involved in fruit being targeted resulting in police involvement. In Term 4 it was agreed that a group of 
Year 6 parents would develop the layout for the Graduation Book and student fundraising together with a donation from the P&C 
would pay for printing costs. While the Graduation Book has been completed it has had a costly emotional impact on parents,  
teachers and the Administration. I would like to thank the parents who persevered to get the book ready to be printed despite the 
number of set backs. I would like to recognise the hard working Administration team who complimented the work of the parents by 
spending hours themselves making sure photo permission from numerous families was confirmed, additional photos taken for new 
or absent students and sourcing a printing company. Thank you to the Year 6 teachers who edited the final product before it was 
sent to print.  
 

To enable a Graduation book to be printed in 2019 the P&C recommended a $10 charge be added to the Graduation costs. This 
was accepted by the Board. Our Graduation Book Committee in 2019 will commence in Term 1. If you have expertise in the area of 
graphics or would like to be involved keep an eye out for an invitation to be in this group at the beginning of next year.  
 

I am very pleased we are able to continue the tradition of the last dance as an option for parents and their Year 6 Graduating      
student at the conclusion of the Graduation Dinner Dance. This was in jeopardy earlier in the term. As a ballroom dance teacher 
volunteer in my university days in the 1980’s I am keen to support social dance wherever possible. A few weeks ago we found out 
that the size of the venue we had booked in December 2017 for this year’s Graduation Dinner Dance may be compromised if     
families came in for the last dance as they had done last year. For safety reasons, only a certain number of people are permitted to 
be inside the venue at any one time. In the past one parent was involved rather than the whole family but an increasing number of 
families want at least both parent/guardians to be able to attend.  With 109 graduating students, two parent/guardians, and         
supervising teachers we now need capacity for 350. We have worked closely with the venue and have been able to secure the    
larger room that was previously unavailable. This room can cater for at least one visitor such as a parent/guardian with some      
capacity for one additional parent/guardian. Based on the return of  pre-ordered second visitors passes (that are due no later than 
the 30th Nov) we are expecting to be able to cater for all requests. For security reasons visitors of our Graduating students must 
wear a pre ordered visitor's pass inside the venue. More information about the Dinner Dance is on the school calendar under     
Graduation.  

Janine Kinninment  29th  November 2018 

https://www.education.wa.edu.au/wa-education-awards


 

 

 

 School Surveys  
After School Care -Thank you to the families who responded to the Camp Australia survey on before/after school and holiday 

care. This information has been presented to the Board. Results indicated a service would be used by our families. The Board is now 
investigating if our school can provide  spaces that comply with the strict licensing agreement required for any service provider. I am 
hopeful there will be more information regarding the feasibility of such a service before the end of this year. If this service goes ahead it 
takes many months for the contractual agreements to be finalised by the Department of Education and the service provider. This means 
a before/after school and holiday care service could not be offered until Term 2, 2019 at the earliest.  
 

PBS - The Positive Behaviour in Schools (PBS) survey is due in by Friday 30th Nov. Thank you to the families who have already    

responded  if they would like ‘Reach’ to be the academic/behaviour expectation or alternatively provided another word. In discussion with 
some parent/guardians some further information would assist in making a decision. 
 
We will continue to have our school motto of Encourage, Endeavour, Excel. The 4 Behaviour Expectations will only replace the 9        
Australian Values.  From survey information with the school community the majority of our community do not clearly know or understand 
our 9 values despite a great deal of work in this area over a number of years. The PBS team’s task was to simplify these values into 4 
expectations that can be easily understood and known by every person involved in our school. It is vital that all members of our          
community have the opportunity for input into the development of these 4 expectations. So far Respect, Responsibility and Resilience 
have been agreed upon by the majority of students, parents and staff.  
 
Reach was an academic/behaviour expectation the majority of students and staff selected. The aim of this word was to focus on trying to 
be the best person one could be. By doing this we can grow in the Burrendah Way to: reach for Respect, reach for Responsibility, reach 
for Resilience and Reach for our goals. Our 4 behaviour expectations will drive behaviour skills that are explicitly taught to students from 
Kindergarten to Year 6. This survey is your opportunity to have a say at the ground level of what the school could focus on. The survey 

can be accessed at https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/LYWFKX8  

2019 Book List Winners  
Congratulations to Euan - Year 3 Room 26, Hashita - Year 2 Room 23, Mason - Year K Room 14 T/TH,  
Maddi  - Year K 2019 who put their personal items lists into the office by  Friday 23rd November. 
 
Their booklists were drawn out to receive their next year personal items list free of charge. We would like 
to thank Andrew at Ziggies Educational Supplies, Bannister Road Canning Vale, for his kind donation.  

Notizie Italiane 
Christmas in Italy has its unique traditions around Christmas. Christmas is a        
significant religious period for many Italians and the focus is on family and 
attending church services. Some of the least known traditions are the      
burning of a ‘ceppo’ (Yule log) which is meant to burn right up until the New 
Year. Groups of  children sing in their neighbourhoods, going from house to 
house, and are given money by people, to allow them to buy gifts. Gifts are 
not exchanged until the last day of Christmas – 6th of January when          
traditionally La Befana (a kindly old woman) comes down the chimney to 
give presents to the children. Bagpipes (traditionally played by shepherds) 
are heard in town piazzas and streets. 
 
I wish you Buon Natale e Felice Anno Nuovo! 
 

                                                                                 Saluti a tutti, 

Maria Loss-Suehrcke - Italian Specialist 

http://www.burrendahps.wa.edu.au/index.html
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/LYWFKX8


 

 

From the Science Lab 

The Year 4 students found some very interesting mould growing in their       
eucalyptus oil investigations. The overall result was that eucalyptus oil reduced 
the amount of mould that grew. The students learned about the importance of 
safety when dealing with mould and realised that repetition of investigations 
improve accuracy so results of all three classes were compared before       
conclusions were made. 
 
The Year 6 students had fun extracting DNA from 
strawberries. 
 
 
 

The Year 2 students have shown great responsibility this term looking after their mealworms. Each 
morning group members come to the Science Lab to check on their mealworms and give them 
fresh apple. Most groups have now observed the complete life cycle. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                    

Sherryl Crouch 
Science Specialist 

Our senior students have been using 
Tinkercad to design objects to print on 
the 3D             

Year 3 students have been        
investigating living things in       
different environments in the 
school grounds. They have 
discovered lots of interesting 
animals.  

http://www.burrendahps.wa.edu.au/index.html


 

 

Music News 
Congratulations to everyone involved in the Music Concert last week! The students all performed superbly and I feel incredibly 
proud of their achievements this year. 
 
IMSS Musical Soiree This involves all the students involved in the IMSS program on Monday 3rd December at 6pm. All the 
IMSS instrumental students will perform a short item or two in their instrumental groups. At the end of the performance there 
will be a little party in the School Hall to celebrate another wonderful year of music making. This will also be a lovely opportunity 
for parents to “meet and greet” their child’s IMSS teacher. Students are asked to bring a plate of food to share. The soiree is 
expected to finish at 7pm followed by the party in the School Hall. 
 

Christmas Carols at Southlands Shopping Centre Both the Senior Choir and Junior choir will be performing 
some of our concert repertoire and a few Christmas Carols at Southlands Shopping Centre in Week 10 on     
Tuesday 11th December at 10am. It is expected that students will be back at school during recess time. Everyone 
is most welcome to attend these events and entry is free. 
 

Southlands Shopping Centre has asked that parents and friends are mindful of not blocking access to the shops 
during this performance. Note, in the past this has not been an issue but due to the increased number of the 
shops in the arcade area we have less space to accommodate our choir and audience. Thank you for your       
understanding on this matter. 

 
 

IMSS (Instrumental Music School Services) Intake 2019: “Expression of Interest” letters will be going home over the next 
two weeks to parents of students who have expressed interest in learning an instrument through the IMSS program. Some of 
the instrumental teachers will be meeting with interested students. Shortlisted students also need to have met the following  
criteria:  
1. A reasonable to high score in the IMSS Musical Aptitude test and good aural skills  
2. Working well independently setting personal goals and in small group collaborations 
3. Demonstrating well-coordinated fine and gross motor skills 
4. Participating enthusiastically in Music classes  
5. Completing all classroom work and set homework tasks competently  
 

Jenny Coleman - Music Specialist 

PEAC 2019 
State-wide testing of Year 4 students for identification to Primary Extension 
and Challenge (PEAC) program in Years 5 and 6 has been conducted during 
2018. PEAC offers a supplementary program for gifted and talented students 
and provide them with opportunity to extend, challenge and develop their 
thinking skills. Congratulations to the following Year 4 students who are      
eligible  to nominate for participation in PEAC in 2019. 
 

Rayden. O 
Xinyuan 
Navanit 

Alvin 
Tom 
Ajit 
Mia 

Anson 
Dineth 

http://www.burrendahps.wa.edu.au/index.html


 

 

 

EAL/D  Parent Network  
 

Quilting Workshop 

In the hectic pace of our busy lives, and certainly our busy 

school, it is always so calming to slow down and learn some 

sewing, quilting and applique skills from our resident quilting 

guru - Mrs Horoch. We had many of our regulars at our last 

session but also had some new comers try their hand and this 

gentle and beautiful craft. All the materials and tools required 

are provided. Apart from learning different quilting techniques 

we also enjoy each other’s company as we learn something 

new. Join us next year as we learn to work with felt to create 

something special.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Culture Club - India 
Music and Dance- Indian Style 

Sa, ri, ga, ma, pa, da, ni – this is do, re, mi, fa, so, la, ti in 
Sanskrit. 
Sanskrit is the ancient language of India dating back 3,500 
years. This is one of the many facts that we learned when 
classically trained Indian musician and artist Subhashimi   
Balasubramanian (Mrs Bala) brought in her beautifully crafted 
Veena and explained how traditional 
Sanskrit music fused with classical 
English music in the early years of 
colonisation. 
B o t h  o u r  s t u d e n t s ,  D i y a                
Balasubramanian on the violin and 
Shyam Ganesh on the tabla, played 
beautifully during our mini concert. 
Notice the way the violin is held 
when playing music in the Indian 
context. Diya and Shyam did a    
remarkable job playing the extended 
version of “God Save the Queen”. 
Seetha Prasad performed a beautiful 
Kathak dance taught by her mother 
Sharmila. Every movement in the 
dance had a meaning so the whole dance told a story from 
beginning to end. Seetha had us all spellbound as we 
watched her graceful and intricate movements. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Before our Culture Club session ended, we were all up and 
dancing to the song “Jai Ho” as we learned Bollywood steps 
taught by guest teacher Ashwini. All the students and      
teachers joined in the fun including Mrs Horoch, Mr Holyoake, 
Mr Evans and Mrs Tan.  
 
We are so fortunate to have our own students and so many 
parents take time out of their busy schedules to share their 
rich culture with us. We have learned so much over the last 3 
sessions. A big thank you to everyone who contributed to this 
session. 

*Mrs Balasubramanian currently has a stunning art      
installation in the foyer of the State Theatre.  

Christmas Drive  
for Food Bank WA 

To complement our studies of active            
citizenship and demonstrate our value of care 
and compassion, we are once again giving 

families the opportunity to brighten the Christmas holiday    
period for those less fortunate than ourselves. Year 5 - Room 
6 and the EAL/D Team will ensure that all donations are        
collected from classrooms on 10th December.  
 
Below is a short list of goods requested by the Food Bank. 
Any other non perishable goods are welcome. Please check 
the expiry date on all products before sending them in. 
 

UHT custard, Christmas puddings, spreads (e.g. jam/
vegemite/honey), tea/coffee, canned fish, canned fruit, 

canned vegetables  
 

http://www.burrendahps.wa.edu.au/index.html


 

 

Term Four Planner 2018 
WEEK MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 

 
1 

8th October 
 

School Development Day 

9th October 10th October 
Edu Dance 

 

11th October 12th October 
 

Pyjama Day 

 
2 
 

15th October 
Edu Dance  

 

16th October 
 
 

Yr 2 Perth Zoo 
 Excursion 

17th October 
Edu Dance 

 
 

PBS Meeting 

18th October 
 

Yr 5 - 2019 School Leader 
Meeting 

19th October 
 

Community  
Assembly  

Rm 24 & 26 

 
3 
 
 

22nd October 
Edu Dance  

 

P&C Meeting 

23rd October 24th October 
Edu Dance 

 
 

Staff Meeting 

25th October 
 
 
 

Messy Mud Yr K - 4 

26th October 
P&C - International   

Teachers Day  Display 
 

Yr 6 Fundraiser 
 

Messy Mud Yr K - 4 

 
4 
 
 

29th October 
Edu Dance  

 
 

Coffee Club 

30th October 
 

Board Meeting 

31st October 
Edu Dance 

 

Health & Wellbeing  
Meeting 

PBS Meeting 

1st November 
Social Dance 

Yrs 5 & 6 

2nd November 
 

P&C Glow Disco 

 
 

5 
 

5th November 
Edu Dance  

 

6th November 
 
 

Interschool Athletics 

7th November 
Edu Dance 

 

Interschool Athletics 

8th November 
Social Dance 

Yrs 5 & 6 

9th November 
Kindy Assembly 

2019 School Captains  
Speeches 

P&C Book Fair 

 
 

6 
 

12th November 
Edu Dance  

 
2019 School Captains  

Announced 
 

P&C Book Fair 

13th November 
Yr 3 Browne's        

Excursion 
 
 

Yr 5 Democracy Talk 
 
 

P&C Book Fair 

14th November 
Edu Dance 

 
 

 
PBS Meeting 

15th November 
Social Dance 

Yrs 5 & 6 
 

 
 

Yr 5 Voting Session 

16th November 
 

Kindy Assembly 

 
 

7 
 

19th November 
Edu Dance  

 

P&C Meeting 7pm in 
school hall 

20th November 
 

Music Concert 6pm 
 

P&C Music Concert 
Tuck Shop 

21st November 
Edu Dance 

 

22nd November 
Social Dance 

Yrs 5 & 6 
 

Year 6 WSHS Orientation 
 

Staff Meeting 

23rd November 
 

Room 2 Excursion 
 

2019 School Leaders 
Speeches 

 
 

8 

26th November 
Edu Dance  

 

2019 School Leaders  
Announced’ 

 

 

27th November 
Yr 4 Bunnings Activity 

 

Open Board Meeting 
6pm in school hall 

 

Yr 7 2019 Parent    
Meeting at WSHS  

28th November 
Edu Dance 

 

Health & Wellbeing 
 Meeting 

 
PBS Meeting 

29th November 
Social Dance 

Yrs 5  

30th November 
Community Assembly  

Rm 25 & 10 
 

2019 Faction Captains 
Speeches 

Social Dance Yr 6 - 2pm 

 
 

9 

3rd December 
Edu Dance  

 

2019 Faction Captains 
Announced 

Music Soiree  6pm 
 

P&C Music Soiree   
Supper 

4th December 5th December  
 

Edu Dance 
 

Edu Dance Concert 1 
7pm 

6th December 
 

Social Dance 
Yrs 5 & 6 

 

Year 4 EOY Excursion 
 

Year 6 EOY Excursion 

7th December 
 
 

Awards Assembly 
 

Volunteer’s Morning Tea 
 
 

 
 

10 

10th December 
 

Edu Dance  
 

Edu Dance Concert 2 
7pm 

11th December 
 

Year 2 EOY Picnic 
 

Christmas Carols 10am 
Southlands 

 
REPORTS GO HOME 

 
 

12th December 
 

Year 5 EOY Excursion 
 

Year 3 EOY Event 
Year 1 EOY Excursion 

 

PBS Meeting 
 

P&C EOY Picnic 

13th December 
 

Yr 6 Graduation and  
Dinner Dance 

14th December 
 

School Development Day 

http://www.burrendahps.wa.edu.au/index.html


 

 

For the community of Burrendah Primary School 
For the past two years I have been lucky enough to hold the position of President of the Parents 

& Citizens Association. I value the partnerships between our children, staff and parents. Working 

together can lead to a balanced and positive primary school experience. It really has been my 

pleasure to communicate with so many different people, helping to make the school the best 

place that it can be.  

There are so many volunteers within our school community who share their precious time and for that I am so very grateful. 

Whether you make a cake once a year or spend countless hours behind the scenes in an official position, it all helps. I have 

compiled a list below, in no particular order, of community events, fundraising opportunities and all the extra things the P&C 

has done for the school community in 2018. It all took time and effort and raised much needed funding. Thank you to         

everyone. I hope to see as many of you as possible at our ‘Christmas in the Park’ at the end of term. I wish you a safe and 

relaxing school holiday. 

Luana Gilman 

P&C President 

Community events, services and fundraising by Burrendah P & C Association 2018 
  

 Canteen 
 Twilight Night 
 Harmony Day – Bagpipes demonstration 
 URstrong Language of Friendship   

workshops and resources 
 School Ponytails (hair accessories) 
 Hot Cross Buns Fundraiser 
 Library books 
 Support our Schools Programs –       

Gilbert’s Southlands 
 Canteen equipment 
 Gold card book vouchers 
 Honour boards 
 Umbrella shade in Kindergarten 
 Puzzles for Pre-primary and              

Kindergarten 
 Mother’s and Father’s Day Stalls 
 Mother’s Day movie night 
 Father’s Day breakfast 
 Team Day 
 Crazy Hair Day 
 Tuck Shop and coffee van for sports 

carnivals 

   School holiday movie 
 Entertainment Book 
 Facebook Page 
 Say Cheez (family portraits) 
 Year 5 Cake Stall and Year 5 Café 
 Art Exhibition food sales from canteen 
 Materials for art fair 
 Undercover area extension 
 Year 6 Yearbook donation 
 Music Support Group 
 Pre-loved Uniform Shop 
 2019 Kindy hats 
 Book Club 
 Feet Friday poster competition 
 Bike/scooter racks 
 Disco 
 School banking 
 Year 6 camp donation 
 Teacher Instagram thank you display 
 Spheros 
 External speakers 
 Christmas in the Park 

http://www.burrendahps.wa.edu.au/index.html


 

 

30th November Community Assembly Room 25 & 10 

30th November 2019 Faction Captains Speeches 

3rd December 2019 Faction Captains Announced 

3rd December Music Soiree 6pm 

5th December Edu Dance Concert 1 

6th December  Year 4 & 6- EOY Excursion 

7th December EOY Awards Assembly 

7th December Volunteers Morning Tea  

10th December Edu Dance Concert 2 

11th December  Carols at Southlands 

11th December  Reports go Home 

 

 

The Book Club committee and our librarian, Mrs Whitwell, 
would like to thank the Burrendah community for supporting 
Book Fair 2018. With your support we sold a total of $4,773 
worth of books which in turn raised $1670 for our Librarian to 
order in-class readers and books for the   library. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
We wish to thank the following parents for donating their time 
and helping with the Book Fair: Tiffany Rochester, Jenni 
Hooper, Ranita Bicknell, Alison Christensen and Nita Roy. 
Many thanks also goes to Mrs Whitwell, Natalie Fay, Belinda 
Laing-Hughes and Amanda Mackay for continually helping 
with Book Club and Fairs. 
 
We are now needing a volunteer to take ownership of this 
fundraiser that has been active at Burrendah Primary School 
since 2013. During this time the school community has raised 
a total of $24,115 worth of books for the library or in-class 
readers. 
 
Please consider volunteering for this committee for 2019 as it 
is our children who benefit from such a great fundraiser. 

 

Thank you 
Teo Stuart-Smith 

Book Club/Fair Coordinator 

 
 
 

Christmas Picnic in the Park 
 

Wednesday 12th December 
 

From 4pm 
At Agincourt Park 
Agincourt Drive 

 
Bring a blanket, chair, picnic dinner, nibbles, the footy, totem 
tennis, cricket or any game to play! Let’s end the year with 

some Christmas Cheer! 
 

After discussion with the City of Canning the P&C have     
obtained a Liquor Licence to allow responsible consumption 

of alcohol at the picnic. 

http://www.burrendahps.wa.edu.au/index.html

