
 

 

From the Principal’s Desk 
 

How quickly time has flown by. We are at the end of Term 1 already. I would like to acknowledge the 
hard work by Mrs French in her role as Deputy Principal over the last month while Mr Bradshaw and I 
have been on leave. We are farewelling Mrs Eitzen who has had a number of roles across the school 
including Visual Art specialist. Mrs Eitzen is moving to a school as a full time art teacher. I would like to 
thank Mrs Eitzen for making Burrendah PS a better place in her time here, particularly with our art 
works. Ms Young and Ms Patton have made the difficult decision to resign. We wish them both all the 
best for their future endeavours. 
 
I would like to acknowledge the hard work by the staff and in particular the EALD team in assisting the school community 
to have an exceptional Harmony Day. It was wonderful to see so many parents support their culture by ensuring both their 
child and themselves were in cultural dress.  With 56% of our families having a home language other than English we are 
a very multicultural school.  The EALD team together with Miss Sutherland, presented professional learning to parents 
whose children were involved in On-Entry testing. It was great to hear so many dads attended.  
 
Mrs Barker, school board chair and Mr Heron, a staff         
representative, together with myself attended two days of 
school board training. Prior to this we completed 5 modules of 
online learning. This training will be valuable as we work    
together with the board to investigate flexibility that being an 
IPS school can bring to Burrendah PS. Please note there is a 
slight delay in publishing the 2016 Annual Report. It will be 
published early in Term 2 . 
 
Staff will be involved in a Health and Wellbeing professional learning day on Friday 7th April. Students do not attend. 
Please note the office will not be manned. If there are any urgent matters please contact the school mobile 0417 348 018. 
 
As part of our school safety procedures dogs are not allowed within the school grounds. This includes being near any 
gates where students enter/exit. If you wish to walk your dog near the school please organise a means to go to or from 
school without compromising the above direction. 
 
Mrs Scaramella has put together a year planner as a result of a request by the P&C. Please note we are still fine tuning 
some of our additional programs. When this is completed we will add the dates to the attached calendar. While every    
endeavour will be made to keep dates as they are on the original calendar there may be some unexpected changes from 
time to time. Please check the ongoing calendar in each newsletter to ensure you know of when events are on. 
 
For those who are having a break enjoy your time away from school.  We look forward to seeing staff back at school from 
Monday 24th April. Students will start on Wednesday 26th April. 
 
 

Janine Kinninment 
6th April  2017 

School Board Training 



 

 

Harmony Day Celebrations 
 
Our school community is never more colourful than on the 
day we celebrate Harmony Day at Burrendah. This year’s 
celebration was yet another brilliantly colourful event.    
Every class from Kindy to Year 6 had many students 
dressed in their traditional clothes which were elaborate 
and beautiful. 
 

 We were really pleased to see a record number of       
students and teachers wearing orange for Harmony Day or 
the green and gold for Australia. This year we encouraged 
students to wear their favourite football team’s jersey if 
they chose to represent Australia in something other than the green and gold. It was 
really a joy to see so many dressed up for the occasion.  
 

Our Assembly was opened by a special Welcome to Country ceremony delivered by 
our special guests Dr Richard Walley and his daughter Rickeeta. Dr Walley played the 
didgeridoo in the opening as his daughter, a former Burrendah Primary School student 
danced a ceremonial dance.  All eyes were on Rickeeta as she started by welcoming 
us all in Noongar then danced on stage and down the centre aisle drawing us all into 
the moment of the Welcome to Country ceremony. 
 

The Year 6 classes from rooms 2 and 3 did a brilliant job of hosting the assembly in 
the many different languages spoken by class members. We heard Italian, Mandarin, 
Malay, Malayalam, Polish, Urdu, Vietnamese, Bengali, Burmese and Telugu feature 
during the course of the assembly. This was very impressive. 
 

The theme chosen by the classes was RESPECT.  The audience really enjoyed the 
skits written and performed by the Year 6s. There was a lot of laughter but their      
messages were clear and reinforced by the song RESPECT.  
 

No performance is complete without a grand finale.  After weeks of practice     
under Ms Coleman’s guidance, the whole school sang I Am Australian with 
very tricky Noongar verses in it. The Year 1s from room 19 had this mastered 
and helped Rooms 2 and 3 lead the whole school singing. Well done to        
everyone! 
 

Harmony Day Picnic  
These photos show only a fraction of the community spirit, warmth and      

friendship that was evident during the picnic lunch, a lot of food and laughter 

was shared by all who attended. Thank you to all the parents and grandparents 

who came to help us celebrate. We have such diversity of cultures and         

languages at Burrendah. Our diversity and willingness to work together is certainly our strength. 

http://www.burrendahps.wa.edu.au/index.html


 

 

         Interschool Summer Carnival   
On Thursday 23rd March, eight teams representing Burrendah competed in an Interschool Sport Carnival. All students in 
Years 5 and 6 have participated in a cricket, volleyball, basketball and T ball program throughout Term One. The teams 
were selected to attend the carnival by their coaches. 
 
Burrendah teams displayed great enthusiasm and leadership. Thank you to all teachers and parents who helped prepare 
the teams, umpire and score. A special thank you to Mrs Tamara Morgan for her role in coaching the basketball teams.     

             Interschool Volleyball 
 
On the 23rd of March 2017 the girls and boys    
volleyball teams, lead by Indiana and Patryk 
went to West Leeming Primary School 
grounds to represent Burrendah Primary 
School in volleyball. Even though we came 
3rd, we had a whole lot of fun and we 
showed the best sportsmanship. We learnt 
how to collaborate with our peers and we will 
all remember the  opportunity we had. 
 
Written by  Amy, Lilah, Indiana and Patryk 

http://www.burrendahps.wa.edu.au/index.html


 

 

News From The Science Lab 
As the term ends, many senior students have been presenting their final research 
and models. There has been a high standard of model construction across all     
classes involved. I have also been very impressed with collaborative skills displayed 
during the term. Congratulations to everyone.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The sun was shining brightly this week and 
some classes were able to do some cooking 
with the solar cooker. Pancakes for all. It was 
ideal sunny weather for sundials as well.  

 

 

Room 10 were speeding up time to see the effects of erosion while room 7 used 
their engineering skills to construct earthquake proof buildings. 
 

Year 4 students were busy putting their   
mining skills to use by mining for chocolate 
chips. They now have some idea of the diffi-
culty and high cost of mining.  
 
Our junior students were taking advantage of the wind and 
made weather vanes to check 
wind direction and seeing the  
effect of rain on different surfaces. 
 

 
 
r 4 students spent their time mining    

Sheryl Crouch 
Science Specialist 

http://www.burrendahps.wa.edu.au/index.html


 

 

Jenny Coleman Music Specialist 

Kalamunda History Village 

The Year Three’s had an exciting time learning 

about life in the good old days! We saw what   

classrooms used to look like and had a go at olden 

day games. This excursion really helped our 

knowledge and understanding of the history topic 

we have been learning about.  

Music Update 
SENIOR CHOIR: On Tuesday morning the members of the Senior Choir were all issued with a CD 
and a Lyrics booklet for the Massed Choir repertoire. It would be extremely beneficial if the students 
could all listen to the Massed Choir songs as often as possible at home and in the car to help       
familiarise themselves with the new songs. We have a great deal of work to do over the next few 
months and regular listening is such valuable memory work. 

 

ANZAC CEREMONY: The Senior Choir will be singing at the ANZAC ceremony on Friday the 28th April. I would like all 
members to meet in the Music room at 7:45am that Friday morning for a final rehearsal.  
 

Congratulations to Saya Jackson in year 6 for winning the audition as our soloist for “The Green Hills of Albany” and Claire 
Gernhoefer in year 5 as the runner up soloist. Well done to all 28 students who auditioned last week for the solo part.     
Everyone sang beautifully! The standard was extremely high and very difficult for me to choose. It was such a pleasure to 
listen to each lovely individual voice. 
 

Chamber Strings begins again on Wednesday 26th April, week 1, Term 2 – the first day back at school. 
 

Junior Choir begins again on Thursday 27th April, week 1, Term 2 – the second day back at school 
 

String Orchestra and Wind Band start up again in week 2, Term 2 
 
 

Private Guitar and Bass Guitar lessons: Mr Matthew Keesing at Burrendah in the Music room – Wednesday             
afternoons. Please phone Matt:  0421 521 425 (email: mkessing_music@hotmail.com) if you are interested in guitar      
lessons. Matt charges $35 per half hour lesson. 
 

Guitar Ensemble: Matthew Kessing has offered to direct a guitar ensemble at Burrendah straight after school on     
Wednesday afternoons. Cost will be $10 for one hour for students who are already learning guitar. Please register your 
interest with Matt – contact details as above. This ensemble will only run if numbers are sufficient. 
 

I would like to wish you all a wonderful Easter and holiday break and I look forward to seeing you again next term! 
 
 

http://www.burrendahps.wa.edu.au/index.html
mailto:mkessing_music@hotmail.com


 

 

Is your child  a healthy weight?  
 
Did you know that more than a quarter of Western Australian school children are overweight? Many children at risk of    
being overweight do not look obviously large.  
 
As children move through puberty and into adulthood, being overweight often becomes more obvious and more difficult to 
manage. It is easier for children to move towards a healthy weight before puberty and adulthood. 
 
The good news is that simple lifestyle changes for children and families help everyone.  
 
Think about changes that could work for your family, such as: 
 more active play (try stopping at a park on the way home from school) 
 walking to school two or three times each week 
 plan active outings on the weekend 
 make food portions a little smaller 
 cut out some food treats 
 provide fewer soft drinks and fruit juices.  
 

Healthy eating - ten tips for parents 
 Give children a variety of different foods 
 Offer nutritious snacks, like fruit, yoghurt, crackers and cheese 
 Encourage your child to eat breakfast 
 Ensure that the family eats together at least once a day 
 Pack your child’s lunch at home.  Let your child help. 
 If your child refuses a new food, don’t make a fuss. Try again  several 

times. 
 Listen when your child tells you they are full 
 When your child is thirsty, encourage them to drink water. 
 Allow your children to help with planning and preparing healthy meals. 
 Plan physical activities for your family 
 
 

Snacks for kids 
Here are some healthy snack ideas to get active children through the day:  
 muffins (made with fruits or grated vegetables or both) 
 celery and carrot sticks 
 English muffins with cheese 
 scones (plain, fruit or pumpkin) 
 pikelets or pancakes 
 small tub of yoghurt 
 cheese stick or triangle 
 pita chips  
 wholemeal crackers and cheese 
 homemade plain popcorn 
 fresh fruit pieces. 

http://www.burrendahps.wa.edu.au/index.html


 

 

Is your child  a healthy weight? Cont... 
Physical activity for kids 
Physical activity should be part of a child’s daily routine. Physical activity is not only fun, but also important for healthy 
growth and development. Being involved in physical activity helps kids to make friends and learn physical and social skills.  
 The two points to remember are:  
 Children need at least 60 minutes of moderate to vigorous activity each day and up to several hours is even better! 
 Children should not spend more than two hours a day using electronic media for entertainment (e.g. TV, computer 

games, internet), especially during daylight hours. 
 

Remember, by encouraging your child to be active when they are young, you are helping to establish a routine that will stay 
with them throughout their life. 
 

Physical activity - family activities 
If you’re looking for ways to help your family be more active, why not try…  
 walking or riding to school together 
 visiting the beach to play cricket or Frisbee 
 taking the dog for a walk 
 doing some gardening (try building a veggie patch!) 
 visiting the local swimming pool 
 playing at the park together; 
 going for a bike ride 
 bush walking 
 outings that involve walking (like the zoo) 
 participating in a community walk 
 buying children presents that encourage physical activity (like sports equipment or a kite). 
 

Help your child to introduce small, achievable, healthy habits every day. For more  ideas, go to  
http://raisingchildren.net.au. For fun ideas on how to support children and families to be more active outdoors go to          
NaturePlay WA – www.natureplaywa.org.au. 
 

It is important to avoid discussing weight with children. Weight loss and dieting is not recommended for children, unless    
under medical supervision. Healthy habits help children to ‘grow into their weight’. 
 

If you are worried about your child’s weight, talk to your doctor or Community Health Nurse, who can be contacted via your 
school office. 

http://raisingchildren.net.au/
http://www.natureplaywa.org.au/
http://www.burrendahps.wa.edu.au/index.html


 

 

Burrendah Bulletin Committee 
Hi everyone! We are your 2017 student leaders on the Burrendah Bulletin Committee. Our articles for the fortnightly       
newsletter will be packed with exciting information about student leader committees. In this article, we will tell you about our 
2017 Year 6 committees!  
Our student leaders have formed five committees: 
 The Lost Property Committee - looks after and returns lost and nameless property found around the school 
 Clean-Up Committee - makes our school a cleaner environment by reducing, reusing, and recycling 
 Fundraising Committee - organises fundraisers at Burrendah for charities and special causes. 
 Lunchtime Activity Committee – organises games and reading activities with Pre-Primary and Year 1 students during 

some lunchtimes 
 Burrendah Bulletin Committee - writes articles for the school newsletter every fortnight 

 

Here are some pictures we would like to share with you of our first committee meetings.     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                            
 
 
 
 

 
 
Thank you and we will be back in the next edition of The Burrendah Bulletin in Term 2. 
 

Lilah, Mehvish, Sophie, Riley, Amy and Saya - The Year 6 Burrendah Bulletin Committee 

ANZAC CEREMONY  
FRIDAY 28th APRIL 

 
On the first Friday back at school next term, April 28th, we will be holding our ANZAC Ceremony.  

 
The ceremony will start at 9am and will be run by our school leaders. 

 
A notice with further information regarding the ANZAC Ceremony  

will go home early next term. 
 
 

http://www.burrendahps.wa.edu.au/index.html


 

 

 

 

26th April First Day Term Two for Students 

28th April ANZAC Ceremony 

1st May P&C Maggie Dent at WSHS 

8th May P&C Meeting 

9th ,10th ,11th  
May 

NAPLAN Testing - Yrs 3 and 5 

12th May  P&C Mothers Day Morning Tea 

 

 
 

 

Values for Term 2   
Weeks 1 and 2  

 
Respect 

The Value for week one is Respect. Respect means to show 
regard and a genuine interest in other people’s lives, feelings 
and opinions. Having Respect for someone means you think 
good things about who a person is or how he/she acts. You 
can have respect for others, and you can have respect for 
yourself. Showing Respect to someone means you act in a 
way that shows you care about their feelings and well-being.  
 

Doing Your Best 
The value for week two is doing your best. Doing your best 

means that you put in 100% into everything that you do, so 

that you can achieve the best possible results for yourself. 

When you have done your best, you will feel satisfied, proud 

and happy with yourself, regardless of the outcome. Only you 

know if you have truly tried  your best.  

 
 
 

 

                    Students  
          recommence school for  
                 Term Two on  
           Wednesday 26th April. 

http://www.burrendahps.wa.edu.au/index.html

