From the Principal’s Desk
Classes have now been established and students are well into their learning program. We have completed our annual
student census with 608 students enrolled for 2017. In Semester 1, 2016 there were 534 full time students (excluding
part time Kindergarten). This year there are 550 full time students. Our school is funded on the number of students
enrolled by the 17th February, 2017.
The P & C met on Monday evening for the AGM. It was pleasing to see so many parents attending showing their support
for their child’s education. Mr David Cherry completed his term as president of the Burrendah P & C. I would like to
acknowledge David’s work in his role as president and while he is not formally involved in the P & C know he is still
supporting the school as his daughter completes her final years at Burrendah. David’s knowledge of processes when
difficult decisions needed to be made, such as changes required in the canteen, was invaluable. Congratulations to
everyone who holds an elected role on the P & C. On behalf of the school community I thank you for giving your valuable
time towards such a worthy cause. Results from the recent P & C elections can be found in this newsletter.
Our P & C Barnyard Boogie Welcome event was held on Friday night.
There were cowboy and cowgirl costumes galore worn by both children
and adults. Well done to Nicole Phan and her team for all of their hard
work organising such a successful event. Once again the canteen
volunteers cooked up a storm. I thoroughly enjoyed my freshly made
coleslaw and hot beef roll. Thank you to the families both old and new for
attending particularly with the wet weather. We were fortunate that once
the band started the rain stopped. The animal farm was a hit for students
young and old. It was great to see the Canning Vale Police attend to show
their support to our wonderful school and get to know our school
community in an informal setting. For those who cleaned up at the end of
the night, particularly the hay bales, a very heart felt thank you.
The School Board met on Tuesday evening. The school board supports the change of the School Development Day from
Term 3 Monday 17th July to Term 1 Friday 7th April. Students will finish Term 1 on Thursday 6th April. Staff and students
will now commence Term 3 on Monday 17th July. All other School Development Days remain unchanged. The board
acknowledges changing of the School Development Day is not a normal occurrence and the decision to change the date
was not taken lightly. By changing this date staff are able to participate in a Health and Wellbeing Day tailor made for our
school context.
Our Year 6’s are currently on camp at Point Walter having a great time. Thank you to so
many parents for attending the camp information evening last week. I lost count after 70.
The representation of so many families at meetings shows what a supportive school
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Music Update

All Ensemble and Choir rehearsals are now up and running. Thank you to all students and parents
for arriving on time and for being so prepared and organised.
Students are still welcome to join the choirs if they missed this week’s first rehearsal. Please refer
the rehearsal days and times below:
String Orchestra with Mrs Treen rehearses on Monday mornings at 7:30am in the School Hall
Wind Band will rehearse on Monday afternoons from 3:15pm – 4:15pm in the Music room
Senior Choir (Years 4 – 6) will rehearse on Tuesday mornings at 7:45am in the Music room. Everyone is welcome to
join.
Chamber Strings will rehearse on Wednesday mornings at 7:45am in the Music room and will begin in Week 5
(Wednesday 1st March) due to the Year 6 Camp. This group will mainly involve the Year 6 String Students.
Junior Choir (Years 1 – 3) will rehearse on Thursday mornings at 7:45am in the Music room. Everyone is welcome to
join.
Auditions for the Piano and Drum positions will begin in Week 7 – please write your name on the Audition schedule in the
Music room if you would like to audition for these positions. The music for the audition is on the Music room door.
Private Guitar and Bass Guitar lessons: Mr Matthew Kessing at Burrendah in the Music room – Wednesday
afternoons. Please phone Matt: 0421 521 425 (email: mkessing_music@hotmail.com) if you are interested in guitar
lessons. Matt charges $35 per half hour lesson.
Guitar Ensemble: Matthew Kessing has offered to direct a guitar ensemble at Burrendah straight after school on
Wednesday afternoons. Cost will be $10 for one hour for students who are already learning guitar. Please register your
interest with Matt – contact details as above. This ensemble will only run if numbers are sufficient.
Jenny Coleman
Music Specialist

Australian Girls Choir
Look no further than the Australian
Girls Choir (AGC) because we
encourage, challenge and inspire girls
as they learn to sing, dance and
perform. School aged girls are invited
to try our fun and inclusive classes
and learn more about being part of the
AGC! Contact us if you would like to
attend a free trial class in February.
Ph 08 6365 2101 or email
perth@aspagroup.com.au
(brochures are available in the Music room)

E-Safety

Students in years Five have been studying
cyber safety this term. We have participated
in virtual classes with other schools around
Australia run by the Office of the Children’s
eSafety Commissioner and investigated their
website.
This site contains excellent guide lines and
advice. It is well worth a look.
https://esafety.gov.au/ .
Along with Year Six, we enjoyed a very
informative presentation by representatives from Legal Aid who presented their
R U Legal? programme. The facts, advice and tools shared will help us have
safe, positive experiences as we responsibly explore the world, both online and
outside.

Barnyard Boogie 2017

Introducing the Chaplain.

About me - I grew up on a farm near Katanning, and after university I was involved in
medical research. During my research career, I was fortunate to work in Canberra,
Genova (Italy), Melbourne and Perth. I have been a primary school chaplain since
October 2015. I have lived in the Willetton area for many years, and have 3 children two at university, and one at high school. I enjoy music, and continue to teach piano
from home. I am a keen supporter of Willetton Tigers Basketball, and like to cycle and
swim to keep fit.
About chaplaincy - As a YouthCARE Chaplain, my role is to support the spiritual, social
and emotional well-being of the students, irrespective of their faith or beliefs and with
respect for individual families’ convictions. My role is also to provide support in the
day-to-day matters that affect the school community. More simply, if at any stage, life is
not easy, then I am available to talk with, to listen, and to provide encouragement and
support. Another thing that I can do is provide information on community activities or
support agencies in the area for students and/or their families.
If you would like to make an appointment for your child or yourself to meet with me, please contact the school office, find
me after school on a Wednesday, place a note in the labelled box in the office, or email LouiseL@youthcare.org.au
Student participation in the chaplaincy program is voluntary. If you do not want your child/ren to have one-to-one
involvement with the chaplain, then please register your intention at the office.
The roles and responsibilities of school chaplains can be viewed at:
http://www.det.wa.edu.au/studentsupport/behaviourandwellbeing/detcms/school -support-programs/behaviour-andwellbeing/wellbeing/pc/school-chaplaincy-program.en?tab=Main&page=2

Assembly

Harmony Day Assembly and Picnic

All parents are invited to join us at the Harmony Day Assembly on Friday, March 24th at 8:45am.
All Burrendah students are asked to come dressed in one of the following attires:
 Their cultural dress,
 In orange (representing harmony)
 Green and gold (representing Australia)
 School uniform if all attempts to wear one of the above have failed.
Please remember that it is Harmony Day, not free dress day.
Let us all work together to make it a really meaningful day.
Community Picnic

Parents and grandparents are all invited to come into the school grounds for lunch.
The picnic area will be on the lawn near the basketball court on the Castlereagh
side of the school. Bring your own picnic lunch and drinks to share with your
children. The students will meet you there at 1:05 pm. Please do not go to their
classrooms to collect them.

Rooms 21 and 22 Community Assembly - Chinese New Year
Last Friday was our first community assembly for 2017, it was hosted by rooms 21 and room 22.
It was very enjoyable and very colourful as they presented an assembly about the Chinese New Year.
Well done room 21 and 22..

School Entry Health Assessment

All children in Western Australia are offered a health assessment during their first year of
primary school. This usually occurs in kindergarten and is provided by the local
Community Health Nurse. The program is an excellent opportunity to look at the health and
development of each child at the beginning of school life.
At your school, the Kindy assessments start in February and will continue until the end of
the year.
The assessments are simple, standard tests which are non-invasive, quick and easy. The tests screen for problems which
can be addressed, if picked up and treated early.
The tests include:
 vision checks
 developmental evaluation according to parent responses on the form
 teacher and nurse observations
 any other health, development and wellbeing concerns raised by parents
Please note, the screening tests indicate if there may be a problem – they do not diagnose a condition. If the test results
for your child suggest there may be a problem, the Community Health Nurse will ring you to talk about further assessment
and possible referral.
This year, hearing, ear health, weight and height measurements will not be completed routinely, however if you have any
concerns regarding your child’s hearing or growth, please indicate your concern on the form and the Community Health
Nurse will contact you to discuss.
Your child’s results will be sent home after their health check has been completed. Results are always treated
confidentially.
School Entry Health Assessment forms are currently being distributed for parents to complete. Please complete and
sign the front page of the form before you return it. Please return the form to the school office or class teacher,
as soon as possible.
We look forward to working with you and your family. Please phone if you wish to discuss anything to do with the School
Entry Health Assessment.
Robyn, Fiona, Lily, Pauline & Kellie
Community Health Nurses- schools

Screen Time

Children and adolescents should not spend more than two hours a day on screen based
activities. Excessive screen time often leads to poor health, poor fitness and overweight.
Activities like surfing the net, social networking, watching TV and playing screen games can be
educational and fun, but all involve sitting still for long periods of time. Set family rules around
screen time and encourage your child to try a range of active pastimes, especially during
daylight hours.
For more information, go to http://raisingchildren.net.au/articles/screen_time.html/context/207

EAL/D
( English as an Additional Language or Dialect)

Network Meeting
Friday 24/2/17
EAL Room 9:00-10:00
Topic – Harmony Day- March 24 2017
Making mandalas to represent our parent body for
Harmony Day.
Please bring a friend from our school. EAL/D or not.
The more the merrier.
We come together in friendship to learn from each other and
support one another.

Faction Swimming
Carnival
Monday 13th March 2017
Armadale Aquatic Centre
9:30am - 12pm

P&C Committee 2017

President - Luana Gilman

Vice President - Bek Hogan
Secretary - Sue Windham
Treasurer - Tory Young
Canteen Liaison - Sam Hunt
Second Hand Uniform - Claire Wood
Editors - Carmel Given & Kate Floyd
Executive Committee Members - Tegan Randell,
Sam Hunt, Louise Ramage
Social Media - Amanda Viljoen
Fundraising Coordinators - Nicole Phan, Tegan Randell
Book Club Coordinator - Teo Stuart Smith

More Bottles Please
We have been collecting plastic cool drink bottles
to make a recycled greenhouse for the school to
grow small plants. To do this, we need LOTS of
1.25 or 2 litre round plastic cool drink bottles.
Thank you to the people who have already
donated some bottles. To help contribute to the
greenhouse, bring one or more plastic bottles to school.
Simply make sure to clean your bottles well, and put your
bottles into the colourful bin near the junior basketball court.

Students in Year 4, 5 and 6 will be attending the school swimming
carnival on Monday 13th March 2017 at Armadale Aquatic Centre
off Champion Drive, Seville Grove.

24th February

EAL Network Group

Students who qualified at the swimming trials will compete in the
50m pool in freestyle, breaststroke, backstroke and relay events.
All other students will compete in modified relay events in a 25
metre shallow pool.

3rd March

Community Assembly Rm 18 & 20

6th March

Labour Day Public Holiday

10th March

EAL Network Group

It would be great to see as many parents attend as possible, to
support this event.

13th March

Swimming Carnival Yr 4-6

23rd March

Yr 5&6 Summer Carnival

Any parents who are able to help on the day please contact
Mr Crouch on 9332 3700.

WEEK
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MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

30th January

31st January

1st February

2nd February

3rd February

School Development
Day

School Development
Day

6th February

7th February

8th February

9th February

10th February

Parent Classroom
Meetings

Parent Classroom
Meetings

Parent Classroom
Meetings

P&C
Barnyard
Boogie

14th February

15th February

16th February

17th February

13th February

First Day of term
for students

Community
Assembly
Rms 21 and 22

Staff Meeting
3:15 pm - 5:30 pm
4

20th February
Swimming Trials
Yrs 4-6
P&C AGM
Meeting 7pm

5

27th February

21st February

22nd February

23rd February

EAL Parent Network
Meeting

School Board
Meeting 6:30pm
28th February

Year 6 Camp

Year 6 Camp

Year 6 Camp

1st March

2nd March

3rd March

Staff Meeting
3:15 pm - 5:30 pm

6

6th March

Community
Assembly
Rms 18 and 20
7th March

8th March

9th March

Labour Day
Public Holiday

7

13th March
Swimming Carnival
Yrs 4-6

20th March

14th March

15th March

FFC Player Visit

Staff Values Meeting
3:15 pm onwards

21st March

22nd March

10

16th March

17th March
Student Leadership
Day

23rd March
Years 5&6
Interschool Summer
Carnival

HARMONY DAY

9

10th March
EAL Parent Network
Meeting

Staff Meeting
3:15 pm - 5:30 pm
8

24th February

24th March
Harmony Day
Community
Assembly
Rms 2 and 3

27th March

28th March

29th March

30th March

31st March

3rd April

4th April

5th April

6th April

7th April

Last Day of Term 1

School Development
Day

Dental Screening
Pre Primary, Year 3,
Year 6

