
 

 

 

From the Principal’s Desk 
 

We have submitted our final student numbers for census with 613 students. This is a slight increase from the beginning 
of 2017. It is pleasing to see students hard at work as they embed their classroom routines. We have channelled a    
number of our support staff into the Pre-primary / Year 1 classrooms as teachers in these year levels complete individual 
testing (On Entry) with their students. It is expected that the support timetable will commence in Week 7.  
 
Our Year 6’s have returned from camp at Point Walter. Mixing the student body up into a variety of different groups has 
assisted in the students getting to know one another outside of a school setting. This is also the case with these students 
getting to know the six teachers who attended camp. From all reports everyone had a very busy but enjoyable time.  
 
We have continued to make improvements in our Early Childhood area as a result of a large tree being removed. We are 
hopeful that the area will be cleared and ready for student use in another week. Where possible we are recycling the 
large branches. We have also taken the opportunity to make this area larger by removing the internal fencing and       
repositioning the gates. The footpath will become a dual use pathway with students using the paths as a cycle track   
during break times.  I am currently in negotiation with the Department to modify some of the trees remaining in this area 
to make sure they do not pose a risk while still providing much needed shade.  The Department is also working on a 
means to stop the flooding near the large ECE sandpit that we experience when it rains. 
 
Our EAL/D Welcome Parent Meeting was held last Wednesday. Thank you to all of the families who attended our first 
event for this year. Regular EAL/D meetings are held during the term. Please see inside the newsletter for more         
information. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We have a number of initiatives where we combine with Willetton Senior High School. On Fridays senior students attend 
as part of their work place service work. Next Wednesday the Year 11 & 12 Cert 11 students will start assisting in our 
classrooms as part of their course.   
 
I look forward to seeing as many families as possible at the P&C Twilight event tomorrow evening. Come and see some 
of our past Burrendah Primary School music students performing. 
5:00pm – 6:00pm Eurobound, String Quartet (Rossmoyne SHS Year 9 & 10 students) 
6:00pm – 7:00pm Akwaaba African Drumming (professional group)                                             
7:00pm – 8:00pm Zu Rock Band (Willetton SHS Year 9 students) 

 
Janine Kinninment 
22nd February 2018 



 

 

Jenny Coleman 
Music Specialist 

Music Update 
Choir rehearsals have begun this week. If your child would still like to join the Junior or Senior 
choirs they are most welcome to join next week. Please refer the rehearsal days and times below. 
Students learning an instrument through the IMMS program are expected to join the following     
ensembles at the beginning of their second year of playing unless invited to join earlier (Year 4 
Violin and Viola students will be invited to join the String orchestra when they are ready)  
Students learning a string or wind instrument privately are also most welcome to join the ensembles if they have been 
learning for at least one year. Please see me if you are interested in joining. 
Junior Choir (Years 1 – 3) is rehearsing Tuesday mornings at 7:45am in the Music room. Everyone is welcome to join. 
Senior Choir (Years 4 – 6) is rehearsing Thursday mornings at 7:45am in the Music room. Everyone is welcome to 
join. 
String Orchestra with Mr Lobbia will begin rehearsing in Week 5 - Monday morning 26th February at 7:30am in the 
School Hall  
Wind Band will begin rehearsing in Week 5 - Monday afternoon 26th February from 3:15pm – 4:15pm in the Music 
room 
Chamber Strings for Year 6 String players will begin rehearsing in Week 5 - Wednesday morning 28th February at 
7:45am in the Music room. 
Recorder Ensemble will begin rehearsing in Week 5 – Thursday lunchtime 1st March in the Music Room. Please bring 
your lunch! 

Auditions:  I will be holding auditions for piano players and drum kit players to join the ensembles in Week 7. You 

must be having regular private lessons on the piano and drum kit in order to be considered for these positions as they are 

very important roles.  Please write your name on the Audition schedule in the Music room if you would like to audition for 

these positions. The music for the audition is on the Music room door.  

BURRENDAH TWILIGHT FAMILY NIGHT 
FRIDAY, 23rd FEBRUARY 2018 

5:00PM – 8:00PM 
 

WHERE:  On the school grounds, in the undercover area and picnic under the trees.  Arrive from 5.00pm 
and use the Burrendah Primary School entrances only via Pinetree Gully Road or Castlereagh Close. 

 

WE HOPE TO SEE ALL OUR FAMILIES THERE! 
 

PARENTS - come along and enjoy the night with your kids!  There will be  
FOOD TRUCKS, ICE CREAM VAN, MARKET STALLS, FACE PAINTING, CAKE STALL and  

FAMILY ENTERTAINMENT. 
 

 Parents are responsible for the supervision of their children at all times. 

 PICNIC locations are the grassed areas bordering Pinetree Gully Road and Castlereagh Close. 

 STALLS and ENTERTAINMENT will be in the undercover area. 

 NO OTHER parts of the school grounds should be entered. 

 NO ACCESS to the Early Childhood playgrounds. 

 NO ACCESS to the school oval. 

 TOILETS - CHILDREN are to use Magpie block toilets (near undercover area).  
                              ADULTS are to use toilets in the Administration block only.  

 Please note this is an ALCOHOL-FREE event 
 

Come along and enjoy the evening with friends as we welcome in the new school year! 

http://www.burrendahps.wa.edu.au/index.html


 

 

  

Chaplain News 
 

In the most recent blog article from Parenting Ideas, Martine Oglethorpe wrote about moving beyond cyber safety for   
happy, resilient digital kids (https://www.parentingideas.com.au/blog/). 
 
We all know that digital devices will continue to have an important place in the lives of our children - in their education,  
entertainment, communication and interaction with friends. Martine suggests that as adults, our focus needs to move   
beyond teaching children about cyber safety. Adults should also help children develop the skills, behaviour and mindset 
that will allow them to be happy and resilient users of digital technology. The ideas presented in the article cover 5 areas: 
 
 Digital resilience - since kindness and respect online will not always happen children should learn how to discern 

and move on from people whose opinions do not matter. 
 
 Self-esteem away from screens - online comparisons will always find someone ‘better or with more’. We can 

show children where self-worth really comes from, and explain about long-lasting happiness and success.        
Technology is only a tool that makes some aspects of life easier. 

 
 Digital skills - children need strategies to manage conversations, group chats, unwanted online attention, and 

when and how to respond to nasty comments. 
 
 Good habits - families can help children develop habits such as no devices during dinner, asking permission     

before sharing photos of others, and making time for other activities - so that each person controls their device, not 
vice versa. 

 
 Critical thinking - since the online world is not always real, relevant, helpful or worthwhile, our children need to be 

equipped with critical thinking skills to use every time they watch a video, look at a photo, or read an article. 

NAPLAN Online – Year 3 & 5  
As you would be aware NAPLAN testing for Year 3 and 5 will be online this year. Last year we participated in a School 
Readiness Test to assess whether our infrastructure and equipment was capable of testing 60 students in one session. 
This was a successful process and we are confident that there will be no technical issues this year. Last year we also 
started the process of familiarizing the Year 2 and 4 students with the online test format and types of ICT skills they will 
need to complete the test successfully. The process of familiarising the students with this test format will continue in Term 
1, 2018.  
 

In 2018, the Year 3 students they will complete the Writing task using pencil and paper, whereas the Year 5 student will be 
typing their persuasive or narrative text online.  Apologies, for this not been communicated accurately across all grades at 
our recent Parent Teacher Meeting. In response, we have incorporated typing practice in our readiness program.        
However, we are naturally restricted in the amount of time we can allocate to this skill and would recommend the use of an 
online typing program at home, such as TypingClub.com which is free. 
 

Parents who would like more detailed information or want to see what the test environment looks like, you can visit the 
NAPLAN Online Public Demonstration Site via the  following link: 
 https://www.nap.edu.au/online-assessment/public-demonstration-site\ 
 

Parents wishing to withdraw their son/daughter from this testing, please see your classroom teacher or Phil Bradshaw 
(Associate Principal). 

Phil Bradshaw - Associate Principal 

Louise Lathbury 

http://www.burrendahps.wa.edu.au/index.html
https://www.nap.edu.au/online-assessment/public-demonstration-site/


 

 

School Entry Health Assessment 
   

All children in Western Australia are offered a health assessment during their first year of primary school. This usually         
occurs in kindergarten and is provided by the local School Health Nurse. This is an excellent opportunity to look at the health 

and development of each child at the beginning of school life. 

The assessments are simple, standard tests which are non-invasive, quick and easy. The tests screen for problems which are 

best addressed, if picked up and treated early. The tests include: 

·         Vision and hearing checks 

·         ‘Lift the lip’ assessment 

·         Growth assessment including weight, height and Body Mass Index (BMI) 

·         Developmental evaluation according to parent responses on the form 

·         Teacher and nurse observations 

·         Any other health, development and wellbeing concerns raised by parents.    

Your child’s results will be sent home after their health check has been completed. Results are always treated confidentially. 

Please note, the screening tests indicate if there may be a problem – they do not diagnose a condition. If the test results for 
your child suggest there may be a problem, the School Health Nurse will contact you to talk about further assessment and   

possible referral. 

School Entry Health Assessment forms are currently being distributed for parents to complete. Please complete and sign the 
back page of the form before you return it. Please return the form to the class teacher as soon as possible. 

I look forward to working with you and your family. Please phone if you wish to discuss anything to do with the School Entry 

Health Assessment. 

Fiona Ewing, Clinical Nurse 0434070414 
 

EAL/D News 
 
We would like to welcome everyone back for the 2018 school year. A special welcome to  all the new families to Burrendah  
Primary School. It was wonderful to meet so many new parents at the EAL/D morning tea on February 14th  2018.  
 
We would like to continue this fellowship and support through our EAL/D Network meetings. 
 

Term 1 Meetings   
March 2 - EAL/D Room  20 
8:45am - 10:00am 
Topic – Our Local Community - Groups and services in our local area 
 
March 16  EAL/D Room  20 
8:45 am - 10:00 am 
Topic- Helping your child with reading 
 

 Look out for the Quilting Class notice in future newsletters 
 
Gong Xi Fa Chai – Happy New Year to all our families that celebrate the Lunar New Year. 
 

http://www.burrendahps.wa.edu.au/index.html


 

 

WEEK MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 

 
1 

29th January 
 

School Development 
Day 

30th January  
 

School Development 
Day 

31st January 
 

First Day of term  
for students 

1st February 
 

 

2nd February 

 
2 

Swimming 
Lesson  
Yrs 1-6 

5th February 6th February 
 

Yr 2 Parent Meeting  
4pm 

7th February 
 

Yr 4 Parent Meeting  
4pm 

8th February 
Yr 1 Parent Meeting  

4pm 
Yr 5&6 Parent Meeting  

5pm 

9th February 
 
 
 

 
3 

Swimming 
Lesson  
Yrs 1-6 

12th February 
 

Staff Meeting 
 

P&C AGM 

13th February 
 

Yr 3 Parent Meeting  
4:30pm 

14th February 
Rm 14 M/W  

Parent Meeting  
3:15pm 

Rm 16a Parent  
Meeting 3:15pm 

15th February 
Rm 13 Parent Meeting 

9:10am 
Rm 14 T/Th Parent Meeting 

3:15pm 
Rm 15 Parent Meeting 

8:45am 
Rm 16b Parent Meeting 

9am 

16th February 

 
4 
 

19th February 
 

Year 6 Camp 

20th February 
 

Year 6 Camp 
 
 

21st February 
 

Year 6 Camp 
 

22nd February 
 
 

23rd February 
 

Rm 21 & Rm 23  
Community  
Assembly 

 
5 

26th February 
 

Staff Meeting 

27th February 
 

School Board  
Meeting  

28th February 
 

Values Meeting 

1st March 
 

Swimming Carnival 
Year 4-6 

2nd March 

 
6 
 

5th March 
 

Labour Day  
Public Holiday 

6th March 
 
 

7th March 8th March 
 
 

9th March 
National Young 

Leader Day 

 
7 
 

12th March 
 

P&C Meeting 

13th March 
 
 

14th March 
 

Staff Meeting 

15th March 
 
 

16th March 

 
8 

19th March 20th March 
 

School Board  
Meeting  

21st March 22nd March 23rd March 
HARMONY DAY 

Rm 6 & Rm 7 
Community  
Assembly 

 
9 

26th March 27th March 
 

28th March 29th March 
 
 

30th March 
 

Good Friday 

 
 

10 

2nd April 
 

Easter Monday 

3rd April 
 

Easter Tuesday 

4th April 5th April 
 

6th April 
 

Interschool  
Carnival Yr’s 5 & 6 

 
 

11 

9th April 10th April 11th April 12th April 13th April 
 

ANZAC Service 

http://www.burrendahps.wa.edu.au/index.html


 

 

Harmony Day Assembly 
and Picnic  

 

 Friday March 23 
 

Save March 23 in your diaries to attend the Harmony Day 
Assembly and Burrendah Primary School Community 
Picnic  
 
The Assembly will be run by Year 5 students in Room 6 
& Room 7 
 
All our students, staff and parents will be asked to come in 
either: 
 
 Their traditional attire 
 Orange – Harmony day colour 
 Green and gold – Australian colours 
 Australian attire including footy jumpers or Australian 

flag t-shirts 

Absences from School 
A written explanation is required under the School           
Education Act for each and every absence from school.  
Notes are kept on file by classroom teachers for perusal by 
District Attendance Officers.  

 

 Parents may email the school at  

burrendah.ps@education.wa.edu.au  
 

or call the school  reception on  

9266 6200 
 

or text the school on 

 0417 975 162  
to inform the school of any absences. Please note:         
notification of absences for holiday reasons must be 
addressed to the Principal.  These  absences will not be 
approved leave as it is very important for children to attend 
school regularly. 
 

Please note:  a child who has a 90% attendance rate and 
misses school 5 days each term will complete their 12 
years of schooling having missed over a year of school! 

 

 

23rd February 
Rm 21 and Rm 22  
Community Assembly 

23rd February  BPS Twilight Night 5pm - 8pm 

1st March Swimming Carnival Yrs 4-6 

5th March  Labour Day Public Holiday 

9th March National Young Leaders Day 

12th March P&C Meeting 

23rd March  Harmony Day 

23rd March 
Rm 6 and Rm 7 
Community Assembly 

23rd March Harmony Day Community Picnic 

Our  Sport for School  voucher col-
lection box is in the  School Library 

 

http://www.burrendahps.wa.edu.au/index.html

